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Welcome to ED209

I am writing to introduce myself as your course tutor for ED209, Child Development. The first thing to do is welcome you to the course. I am sure that you will find it interesting, at times challenging, but above all enjoyable. I am looking forward to working with you. I hope that you will find me approachable and you will come to feel that you can contact me if anything is worrying you. I took my first degree and PhD as a mature student, with a number of conflicting personal and professional commitments. Many OU students have similar distractions, so I hope that I can identify with your reasons for this method of study. It is often quite daunting when starting a new course. Please contact me if there is anything you are not sure about regarding the course, assignments, tutorial dates, OU procedures, media and software, etc. I will endeavour to answer your query; if I cannot I will let you know who can help you at the OU.  
Like most OU tutors, this is not my main job. In my case, I have a full time lecture post at Bournemouth University (see http://onlineservices.bournemouth.ac.uk/AcademicStaff/Profile.aspx?staff=amayers). I am often quite busy and would ask that you contact me by e-mail in the first instance. Always use the e-mail shown above, and not the OU address you may have been given; I access the Bournemouth e-mail all of the time. I will try to respond quickly, if I have the answer to hand. If I feel that it will take a little longer I will reply letting you know this and how long it will take to answer your question. Most of my correspondence to you will be via e-mail. This is a far more efficient, and cost effective, method of communication. 
For my OU students, I have created a page on my personal website that you can access - http://www.andrewmayers.info/ED209.html. Have a look at that. On the site you will find details about the tutorials (when they take place and where to find them – I have also included a map link). I will use that site to upload materials from the tutorials once they have taken place. I am sure we will think of other ways to use this site later. In the meantime, I have listed some brief details about the tutorials below. 
I would like to know more about you. In the e-mail with which I sent this letter, I also attached a file called’ Student Information Sheet’. Please could complete this and return it to me (by e-mail preferably). 
As you will have noticed from the information you have received, you will be required to submit six assignments (TMA); two of these are ‘practical reports’, one is an assignment on research methods and a further three are essays. You will also notice that you are expected to submit your assignment via your Internet browser, using the OU web site (eTMA). Please send me a practice ‘dummy TMA’ as soon as possible to try the system out. That way we can eliminate problems before the real submission of TMA01. You will have instructions about how to send the test assignment (TMA00). Your test submission only needs to be a line of text. You will need to write your assignments in Microsoft Word, and save them as word documents (.doc) rather than rich text format (.txt). Do not submit this or any other TMA by e-mail. I will return TMA00 through the system as if I were marking it. By doing this, you can test sending the eTMA, I can test receiving it, marking it and returning it, and you can then see how to access my comments on the marked eTMA. I will be using the ‘insert comments’ system to provide my feedback. 

Once we get under way with actual TMAs, there are only a few exceptions whereby I can allow deviation from the electronic submission method; these are listed below: 
· Last-minute technical problems

· Physical disability (temporary or permanent)
· Student in prison (because online access is prohibited)

· Temporary illness making computer access difficult or impossible

· Temporary physical relocation making computer access difficult or impossible

· You registered on the course before the requirement for the use of the eTMA system was publicised
Try to attend to these assignments well in advance of the ‘cut-off’ dates. It is never advisable to rush them. The cut-off dates are crucial and have been set to ensure that you progress through the course at the recommended rate. As electronic delivery is instant, I will allow transmission up to midnight on the submission date. Although, you would be advised to do this earlier, in case anything goes wrong and you need technical assistance from the OU help desk. Those submission dates are clearly marked on the study calendar that has been sent to you. Of course, some events cannot be predicted and circumstances may mean that you have to consider submitting your assignment late. However, never do this without contacting me first; I will always try to make allowances for legitimate cases, but I have limited authority. Even if you are just a few days late, it will affect how quickly I can return the assignment. The later you get your assignment back, the less time you have to use my feedback on your next assignment. Also, it is not generally advisable to submit late assignments, since it may adversely affect your ability to keep to time on the rest of the course. 

Throughout the course you also have the option of attending my tutorials and the examination revision day. Please let me know if you have a problem, such as a disability, that may affect your attendance (some students have already registered this need). Equally, please let me know if you will require any special requirements at those tutorials. Whilst attendance is optional I would encourage you to attend if you can. I will be using those sessions to clarify certain issues from the course. This might involve group discussions on an aspect from the books or a media programme on DVD, planning for the next assignment, essay-writing techniques, conducting the practical reports, or revision exercises for the examinations. I will let you know before each tutorial what I plan to do, and how you should prepare for it. The tutorial dates and venue are shown below (see my OU website for more details): 
Tutorials
Dates (all Saturday)

February 25th, March 31st, May 12th, June 2nd, June 30th, and September 1st  
Bournemouth University, Talbot Campus, Fern Barrow, Poole BH12 5BB
Revision Day School
Saturday 22nd September (10.30-16.30)
Southampton Solent University, East Park Terrace, Southampton, SO14 0YN
At the first seminar I intend to look at some of the key issues that underpin the course, and plan for the forthcoming assignment. I would like you to prepare by making yourself familiar with Chapters 1 and 2 of the first book. The theories and models discussed there relate to the nature/nurture debate, which pervades all child development theories, and which are relevant to the entire course. 

In my experience students take an OU course for several reasons. Some of you are returning to education after a gap, perhaps to bring up children. Others want a professional change of direction. For others still, this form of education is the best, or only, opportunity to get a degree. As I said earlier, I took my degree in psychology later in life (I graduated at 40), so I really can identify with some of those reasons.  In addition to lecturing and tutoring on a variety of undergraduate and postgraduate psychology courses, I have a wide experience in mental health research. Most recently, I have been involved in three areas of research: sleep (and the relationship with depression), perinatal mental health (mostly mothers experiencing severe mental illness, with children in their first year) and rural mental health (such as access to, and provision of, mental health services for people in remote areas). I am also the editorial assistant for a psychiatry journal, and conduct peer reviews for a number of other psychiatric journals. My PhD focused on the relationship between sleep satisfaction and depression. You can see a summary of my teaching and research on the home page of my personal website: http://www.andrewmayers.info/ 
I look forward to working with you and, hopefully, meeting you soon. 

Yours sincerely,

Andy Mayers

